Symptomatic Partial Congenital Absence of the Pericardium Revealed Using Cardiac Magnetic Resonance.
Congenital absence of the pericardium is a very uncommon finding, and its diagnosis poses a challenge because it is rarely suspected in daily clinical practice. Although in most cases it has a benign course, this congenital defect should be identified because of the associated risk of sudden death. We present a symptomatic case of partial congenital absence of the left pericardium suspected as the result of an abnormal response to exercise stress testing, and confirmed using cardiac magnetic resonance imaging. We review the current diagnostic tools and therapeutic indications of this rare anomaly.